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D /. Elemente pentru o biografie

N _—
WY espasian V. Pella s-a nascut la 17 ianuarie

1897, la Ramnicu Sarat, in familia avocatului si omului politic
Vespasian I. Pella, dupa sonoritatile numelui si sustinerile unor
apropiati, de origine aromand. Membru activ, mai intai al
Partidului Conservator Democrat si apoi al Partidului National
Liberal, tatal savantului a fost primar al urbei, deputat si senator
liberal. In acest context geografico-familial, tandrul Vespasian a
urmat cursurile Facultdtii de Drept din Iasi, apoi Conferintele de
drept penal si a sustinut doctoratul in drept la Universitatea din
Paris, cu teza Des incapacités résultant des condamnations pénales
(1920). Prin intreaga sa activitate multidimensionald — cercetare
stiintificd, activitate practicd, in special diplomatica si publicd in
general —, spiritul creator si combativ, pasiunea recunoasterii si
impunerii ideilor sale, Vespasian V. Pella se inscrie marii generatii
care s-a afirmat imediat dupa Marea Unire desdvarsita la 1
decembrie 1918, hotdrata sa valorifice si sa afirme imensele energii
ale spatiului romanesc reintregit, in concertul noii Europe si cu
sperantele unei lumi pasnice, a cooperarii si intelegerii intre state si
popoare. Asa se face ca, sub impulsul acestei atmosfere si al
inaltelor idealuri ale timpului, intors de la Paris, tanarul jurist
roman isi prefigureaza un proiect original si generos de promovare
prin drept a valorilor pdcii si de organizare a cooperarii
internationale in acest scop. Alaturi de Nicolae Titulescu,
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Vespasian V. Pella este cea de-a doua mare personalitate
romaneascd angrenata in dezbaterea de idei si actiunea practica de
reorganizare a vietii internationale pe fundamentele pacii si
cooperarii, in jurul Societatii Natiunilor, in perioada interbelica. Prin
opera lor, cei doi, la care se adaugd, desigur, si activitatea altor
personalitati, Romania a adus o contributie majora la efortul epocii
de a intoarce spatele razboiului si a privi cu indrdzneala si speranta
spre virtutile colabordrii si solidaritatii, pe madsura statutului si
noului sau prestigiu international.

Intr-adevar, ambitia si talentul juristului, preocuparea crea-
toare de a face din drept si textul legal principalele ,tipare” de
construire a pacii, studiile si initiativele de a crea un ,cod penal”
international si o justitie de aplicare a sa, intdlnite la Pella, se
conjugau si completau fericit cu inegalabilul simt al dialogului, arta
compromisului In numele interesului superior, extraordinarul
talent oratoric si spiritul vizionar apartinand lui Nicolae Titulescu.
Asa se face ca, adevarata cariera internationald, dupa experientele
din cadrul Uniunii Interparlamentare si al asociatiilor profesionale,
incepe pentru Pella, in 1927, atunci cand devine delegat al
Romaniei la Societatea Natiunilor (calitate pe care o va pastra pana
la incetarea activitatii organizatiei, in 1938), lucrand in ,echipa
Titulescu”.

In cazul siu, intotdeauna au prevalat tematicile juridice ale
actiunii diplomatice: Conferinta Diplomatica a Societatii Natiunilor
pentru reprimarea falsului de moneda (1929), participarea ca
membru ales in Comitetul Societatii Natiunilor pentru punerea in
armonie a Pactului sau cu Pactul Briand-Kellogg (1930), Conferinta
Dezarmarii (1932-1934) (raportor pe problema adaptarii legislatiei
interne la stadiul dezvoltdrii vietii internationale), raportor general
al Conferintei Diplomatice a Societatii Natiunilor pentru adoptarea
conventiilor privind reprimarea terorismului si crearea Curtii
Penale Internationale (1937) etc. A indeplinit, apoi, o serie de
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misiuni diplomatice incredintate de guvernul de la Bucuresti in
probleme in care, tot asa, componenta juridicd era hotaratoare. Ca
o recunoastere a activitatilor sale juridico-diplomatice, printre
altele, in februarie 1937, Presedintele Frantei i-a acordat Crucea de
Comandor al Legiunii de Onoare.

In plan politic, urmand ,traditia” tatdlui, a fost membru al
PNL (pana la 1 decembrie 1933) si deputat din partea acestei
formatiuni politice (1922-1928). Ca parlamentar, a initiat si a fost
raportor pentru mai multe proiecte legislative, precum cele ale legii
speculei ilicite (1921), legii pentru reprimarea unor noi infractiuni
contra linistii publice (1924), legii presei (1927) ori raportor general
al proiectului de Cod penal (1927-1928).

In timpul celui de-al Doilea Rizboi Mondial, activitatea
diplomaticd a lui Vespasian V. Pella se restrange, avand rdgazul
necesar unor noi reflectii asupra problemelor juridico-stiintifice
care il preocupau. Astfel, in 1940, participa activ la lucrdrile
Comisiei de studii asupra problemei organizdrii viitoare a pacii,
instituita de Ministerul Afacerilor Straine. Analist activ al reactiilor
si pozitiilor diferitelor state si pornind de la slabiciunile sistemului
interbelic de asigurare a securitatii si pdcii internationale, intr-o
expunere in acest cadru, juristul si diplomatul roman se pronunta
pentru organizarea Europei dupa un model federativ, considerand
cd numai acesta putea sa rdspundd adevaratelor interese si aspiratii
ale popoarelor europene, asigurandu-le pacea, libertatea si
securitatea. De asemenea, la 18 iulie 1941, a fost desemnat Agent al
Guvernului Roman pe langa Tribunalul arbitral romano-bulgar,
constituit In virtutea articolului 6 al Tratatului de la Craiova din
1940. La 26 mai 1941 a fost ales, la propunerea acad. Andrei
Radulescu, din partea sectiei istorice, membru corespondent al
Academiei Romane.

Cunoscut pentru relatiile sale iIn lumea diplomatica si capa-
citatea sa profesionald, se implicA in activitatea Crucii Rosii
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D 1. Elements for a biography

%7
M
b\ espasian V. Pella was born on 17 January

1897, in Ramnicu Sarat, in the family of Vespasian I. Pella, lawyer
and political figure, who, given the sonority of his name and the
assertions of his friends, was of Aromanian origin. As an active
member first of the Democratic Conservative Party and then of
the National Liberal Party, the scholar’s father was the town’s
mayor, a Liberal deputy and senator. In such geographic and
familial context, young Vespasian attended the courses at the
Faculty of Law in Iasi, then the Criminal Law Conferences and
got his doctor’s degree at the University of Paris, with the thesis
Des incapacités résultant des condamnations pénales (1920) (Incapacities
resulting from criminal convictions). Given his entire multidi-
mensional activity - scientific research, practical activity,
diplomatic in particular, and public in general —, his creative and
argumentative mind, the passion in making his ideas recognised
and imposed, Vespasian V. Pella was part of the generation who
asserted itself immediately after the Great Union accomplished
on 1 December 1918, being decided to make use and affirm the
vast energies of the reunited Romanian regions, within the
concert of the new Europe and with the hopes of a peaceful
world, of cooperation and understanding among countries and
peoples. And thus, under the impulse of such atmosphere and of
the high ideals at that time, after returning from Paris, the young
Romanian jurist prefigured an original and generous program for
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promoting peace values through law and for organising
international cooperation to such purpose. Besides Nicolae
Titulescu, Vespasian V. Pella was the second most important
Romanian personality involved in debating ideas and in practical
action with a view to restructure international life on peace and
cooperation foundations, around the League of Nations, during
the interwar period. Through their work, along with other
personalities” activity, Romania played a major part in that era’s
effort to turn away from the war and to look recklessly and
hopefully to the values of partnership and solidarity, appropriate
for its statute and international name.

Indeed, the jurist’s ambition and talent, his creative preo-
ccupation to make the law and the legal text the main “patterns”
for building peace, Pella’s researches and initiatives to create an
international “criminal code” and a justice to enforce the same,
combined and completed harmoniously with the unique sense of
dialogue, the art of compromise in the name of the superior
interest, the extraordinary oratorical talent and the visionary
spirit of Nicolae Titulescu. Thus, Pella’s true international career,
following his experiences within the Inter-parliamentary Union
and in the professional associations, started in 1927, when he
became delegate for Romania to the League of Nations (a
capacity he had until the organisation ceased to exist in 1938), in
“Titulescu team”.

For him, the juridical topics have always prevailed over the
diplomatic action: the Diplomatic Conference of the League of
Nations for the Suppression of Counterfeiting Currency (1929),
the participation as selected member in the Commission of the
League of Nations for the harmonisation of its Pact with the Briand-
Kellogg Pact (1930), the Disarmament Conference (1932-1934)
(he was a reporter on the issue of adapting the internal legislation
to the status of the international life development), he was the
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general reporter at the Diplomatic Conference of the League of
Nations for adopting the conventions regarding the suppression
of terrorism and the foundation of the International Criminal
Court (1937) etc. Then, he accomplished several diplomatic
missions that Bucharest Government entrusted him related to
issues for which the judicial component was also decisive. As
recognition of his judicial and diplomatic activities, inter alia, the
French President awarded him the Cross of Commander of the
Legion of Honour in February 1937.

In the political field, he followed his father’s “tradition” and
was a member of the National Liberal Party (until 1 December
1933) and deputy representing this party (1922-1928). As member
of the Parliament, he initiated and was reporter for several
legislative projects, such as the law on illicit speculative
enterprise (1921), the law for repressing new crimes against
public order (1924), the press law (1927), or general reporter for
the draft of the Criminal Code (1927-1928).

During the Second World War, the diplomatic activity of
Vespasian V. Pella attenuated, and he had the time to think of the
legal and scientific issues that he was concerned about. Thus, in
1940, he was dynamically involved in the work of the Committee
for researches on the future organisation of peace, set-up by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Being an active analyst of the
reactions and the positions of different States, and starting from
the weaknesses of the interwar system that ensured international
security and peace, the Romanian jurist and diplomat sustained,
in a presentation within such framework, the organisation of
Europe following a federative pattern, as he thought that only
such structure could respond to the real interests and aspirations
of the European States, ensuring peace, freedom and security for
them. On 18 July 1941, he was appointed Agent of the Romanian
Government to the Romanian-Bulgarian Arbitral Court, set-up



