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B/ Milling sctivitiss

Part I: About the speaking activities

Before we stan

The term actiwhes encompasses varous teaching and learning 1echniouss whics
are lossely eateganized on the followeng pages. Several of the actraties mitroduced
in Part I caan be categonzed into different types of speaking acranes on their
charactaristics and patterns. (n a vanied and motivating ssealing leeon, Sitlsent
speakig activiies need to be included. Variety & key

¢ Milling activities
The werby 1o il misans to circubate, The meaning of fo mil therehore sptly
describses the process of iiling activies:

Learners rriove around the dassroaen, hiead foea Soeaking partner and complete a
short dalogui They then seasch for thest mest ConIsEIon partne. This sctivity &
sormetimes als known as the ~markst plaie” activty,

Mg ac tivities have the sdvantige Al they substantially increase the amaunt
af tima aach lnarner can speak [l

They enable learners to use recenthy leatned structures and weful phrasss 25 wel
a3 repeating and consalidating famifiar cnes.

Theoug i scaffoiding, lesrners i use vanous different aids gscth a5 swap-it cands
WS 34-35) vt card (WS 18-20) or questionnaites, elc Yoo can adhust the
hewed o suppalf et based on the abilities within your graup. You can redice
this suppart gradually unll your students can use the linguage independently,
i LN leciele H you want toset a time limit ce not

Hew b deal with cormetions in mililing aceiitie:

Errors are,an impertant part of the karning process. H enots ane corstantly
cafmeciod though, students may be discoutaged from speaking at o, Thereore,
1r-de mantin & generous tolerance level for errors and 1o handle e comection
seriliviy. The danges of fossilization ts lower than genevally believed. 1 |s
thereiore no protdem that thee teacher has very little. chance to intervene and

cormect duning a milog actvy

At the end of the-actiity, some brisl, comsinactive feedback = heliphul
Wit ment well?
WGt can be Fmpnoved

Maovement helps mativation

The menarment mvokeed in 3 miing ATy MOTkates periormance on Two ke
Firsty. the Latest neurnphyssalogreal findings show that slements of movement
greatly mnprove the iearnng proceds. In adddon, learnen are senply haposer o
thary don't haver S0 5t ol the e, At Bhe end of the diy, beng i 3 good mood
ey 1o suceuhul samng.

Thinking
is easier
when you

move.
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Drllling activitics

Driffirg s the fraquent imitatior and s en of widkidual words, phiases or
complete uitetances, This form of nr:::x@ ionm primarily on pronunciation
dned intenation. 1t alse helps mnnmﬂnnm reinforcing vocabubsry and
phrases The term “dall™ uubu'fameg sewtl ina regative bght and teachers can
tee| uncomtortable dong 1t It s heretore often neglected. This doesn’t mean,
howeees, that driling has no place it the English dassroom. Drifling = wed-
established in ELT methiddology, yet some of ws use it reqularly mour teaching,
while othars feel i does not juark for them: or thew students.

One of the mai objections igschers have to drilling aciiaties is that they are
often fimited 16 imitation and unnatural, lightly-controlled, form-hased spesking
practice and du 1 his, ne sl e meaninglul communication takes nlaﬂ&
memmsmmdﬁqmd fior this purpose. What s reaily
meﬂl ) QTG Students ta decant arling activities (s haw wiling you are 16
shart the ratiaiale behind drfng activities. This transparency will hel students
mnt the el Than dlrilling acthvities play in the language leacning process 1f you
ant _d_:nn Attty te ok in your classmorm, you need 10 get your sudents
af b

Gl speakng, drfig activities ane run as whole-class activibies. This means
that everyane in the group is inchaded at the same time. A definite advantage n
that students get fhe chance to practce one of the most impertant parts of
speaking - pronuntlation - i the safiety o the groun and withodr patentially
embarrassing thamuelves

The role of the teacher may vary, You could e thee initkl speaker and impubie
previdid, bul you could ako completely hand over the role of the speaker 16 the
sfudenis. In this case, you can either assume the role of observer or participant.

Difiing il s generaly waed o praciice 3 very nanow sseciion of
expressions of your Choe Your aem hete & o have them practics these
n 3 very controed and manner i eerors ogour, they are
generally pronuncation amoes and you Can comect them immmediatety. The
o emer 1 cnfeng achtes Starkly wath the ermoe-
eIt ADPrOBCH o woul use i raling aotanbes.

Hard 1o beleve, but true. Defling hat become se-ectablithed in pedagogy
A quotsbon from betuonal iesearcher Hirber Gudions (2005 serves & an
mamgle

Mecharaal practze & often equated with g il

Alhough it e o5 e i ey e e ave facts
sl nesdt 10 be mEmore e CanoE b gyl by thenking and
undentanding These ncude rocabulang chemcal names. [ [ Therefore. i1 5
moee honest and upngit 10 inform students about what Smply needs fo be
memoned

Ecilling activities /)

Part! _
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Fictiare-based activities are a component of many Speaking Test formats aroand
the worid and are an mtegral element of Speaking lessons. Photos, mages and
pamtings are al wonderful ways ot gething moncfogues and dialogues started
Wisual lteracy 15 @ coretompetency we practice ineveryday life. The skill of
decoding, interpreting and appreciating images needs to be developed in an
Inferdisciplinary maniar Englih class s ideal for this,

It edosieary'] ke ey o il photes: Courisbecks privide a good range of photos
which are parmoularly swiadle for developing both speatwng and the content of
the releint Lress You can find many phetes onling or in pented media for topics
ot nchide in the Coursebook, bot which are useful for teaching purperses,

Gine chislenge & selecting photos, and decidng whether 2 photo hias sufficent
peaendisd 160 8 uccessful speaking actvity, This can be so problematic simply
Biecalsn e rictnn 16 4 photo can be s mdvidual and depends on the.
lineprests, mupricnoe and the lewel of relsted background knowledge of each
indiviaiual student, In fact, it o almest impassble 1o find a wetable photo for all
studerts. This is wiy we reed (o raln shudents o talk aboit & photo which they
Initialty hawe very little to say about, We reed to provide students with phrases
and strategies 1o help them systernateally descnbe an arbwork o 3 phato, This
con be done, Tor example, by Usng ihe ideas described in Desonbing picfures in
four sieps, M0=20-30 or Taiking about pamiings and pictares. || this wiorks, the
time-comsuming task of finding suitsble phiolos becemed unnecessary, Ulirmately,
ety photo is suitabike since " good speaker can tate about & buttenhale for

1 minutes,

Pirtimre-based activities

¢ Dialogue activities

Here o 2 welecton of ways that you can practics developing pesleg o
o You can dho find maberal that you can uie with sach idea. Pholod,
teats and nestia can o be wsed 1o get & disiogue started. In onder 10 keep the
CONVEration Going, you can use rmatenal and sunparting took 1o scalfold the
lesson

Dialoguee sctvilies, 35 The rame sugests. are avwiys Carmed out in paers.
Getong staned s very iy, especaly if you e these steps

Step 1 Demorsiraie the da Ogue with a stronger stutent Take on
Sonuhng Roke A, the student Lakes on Soesking Role 8

Step & A wcond student tabes over Speaiing Acks & You now take e
Speakng Roe B

Step 30 A thid student takes over Speaicng Role A& and 3 fourth stogen
takes on Speatng Role B

Stap 4 A 000 35 the Sudents are familar weh the miewint sechrioues,
these strdent tandens will be compieted indepndeniiy aod the Siesiong
Rikes will be vaned

Depending on how siong the-groun i and how famifar they ane seth s
tzchrigque, you tan leave out some SiEps.

s the sudents ace dong the aciaty, vou can obsres Them and act asan
adveor, ghing Uips of perhaps conectng Sy Frponant s

Differentistion

Miaed-livel grouis respond veell B dRaioges acTiale. Quantitative defierentioton
meaiures (wth 3 focus on pade) @ quaktatve aifferentiaton measunes fwith 3
focurs on performance] can B ey siogiined.

Examples of diflerentiabon disming a dulbgue acterty:

+ Create heterogenzan pan. (heiping prinopie)

= Create hornogences juan. snd saffola the e

* Lesve siements of the dalogue open 5o viudent can devslop them wing ther
backigound knowiedge




