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O carte despre istorie,
adica despre viata

Profesorul Gheorghe lacob a mai scris o carte, de data aceasta
una speciala, cu ganduri ale sale despre trecut, despre prezent si chiar
despre viitor, despre familia lui cea mare numita Romania si despre
familia lui cea micd, numita lacob (ei, cei de azi, se cheama cu totii
,lacobini”), despre lume, adicd - mai scurt spus - despre viata. 1l stiu
pe profesorul lacob de destui ani ca sa-mi pot permite anumite
confidente (spuse aici cu voia sa), desi cartea il dezvaluie asa cum este,
istoric de vocatie, savant, cercetator, profesor, om sobru, direct, usor
ironic, placut, comunicativ.

In primul capitol, ni se spune, cu o artd narativd demna de un
prozator, cum a ajuns Gheorghe lacob sa fie istoric si ce poate sa
insemne meseria sau, de fapt, misiunea de istoric pentru Domnia Sa.
Neamul vine de demult, dar il cunoastem - ca in cazul majoritatii
romanilor - de putin timp. Stramosii vor fi fost, secole la rand,
truditori ai gliei sau actori ai muncii tacute, ridicati unii, pe la 1800 si
ulterior, la ranguri preotesti, functiondresti, la dascalie si la alte
onorabile meserii intelectuale, aducatoare mai mult de profit spiritual
decat material. Tanarul, venit de la tara la Liceul ,Negruzzi” din Iasi si
apoi la Universitatea lui Cuza, pare cd poartd in sine toata
inversunarea istoriei noastre, dublata de dorinta de a ajunge ,om cu
carte” si de a reusi. Reusita a venit si din credinta ca istoricul este ca
un demiurg (,un mic Dumnezeu”) care - urmand reguli destul de
precise - construieste lumi. Autorul raspunsurilor (la intrebarile puse
de reporteri) explicA metodic importanta istoriei ca forma de
cunoastere, ca stiintd si ca disciplina scolard, deplange ignoranta
politicienilor si {i lauda pe profesorii care stiu sa sadeasca increderea
romanilor In ei insisi (,,in noi insine”). Capitolul al doilea are in centrul
sau unirile romanilor, adica ale noastre, care avem o zi nationala
legata de unire. Toti marii nostri istorici s-au ocupat, in forme variate,
de unirea sau de unirile noastre. Gheorghe lacob s-a aplecat mai ales
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asupra Unirii de la 1859 - dar si asupra celor care au urmat, pana la
1918 - si a eternizat in scrierile sale momentul Alexandru loan Cuza.
Odat3, intr-un miez de toamnd, l-am ascultat vorbind in Palatul de la
Ruginoasa, despre domnii Moldovei, dar mai ales despre Cuza, despre
unirea de la 5 si 24 ianuarie, dar mai ales despre Cuza, despre marile
reforme din 1863-1865, dar mai ales despre Cuza, despre Doamna
Elena, dar mai ales despre Cuza, despre Mihail Kogalniceanu si Vasile
Alecsandri, dar mai ales despre Cuza... Vorba curgea catinel si dulce ca un
balsam, mangaietor si bland, presarata cu butade, vorbe de duh si maxime,
care ieseau parca din adancul intelepciunii acestui neam al nostru
romanesc. Lumea asculta, mutata Intr-un alt univers si vedea cum era viata
de la 1860-1870, viata reinviata ca pe o scena ivita aievea. Din vorba
aceea mestesugitd, dar sincera si pura, am inteles cum anumite
personalitati istorice pot deveni modele publice pentru urmasi. Cuza, ,in
doar sapte ani, a creat un stat” si, astfel, s-a invesnicit, binemeritand toata
recunostinta noastra. Marele domn - voia sa ne spuna oratorul - nu are
nevoie insa de recunostintd pe aceasta lume, ci de cunostinta, de
cunoastere, de cercetare. lar cunoasterea nu mai este pentru Cuza, ci
pentru noi, ca sa stim cum se chiverniseste un stat in clipe cruciale. Tot
aici, la uniri, profesorul lacob vorbeste despre marii moldoveni din
cultura si are perfecta dreptate. Nu demult, la [asi si apoi la Chisinau, am
vorbit si eu despre ,cum am devenit moldovean”, pentru ca am aceeasi
convingere: majoritatea personalitdtilor culturale romanesti de prim
rang s-au nascut si/ori afirmat in Moldova. Cronicarii moldoveni ne-au
convins ca cel mai mare, mai bun, mai general si mai frumos nume al
poporului nostru este acela de ,roman” (nu ,ruman”), ca ,de al Ram ne
tragem” si cd, prin urmare, suntem meniti sa ne dezvoltam la lumina
civilizatiei occidentale; Cantemir este primul roman, cu o constiinta clara
de roman, ajuns sa fie carturar de talie europeana si care s-a dus la tarul
Petru ca sa vada cum se aduce Occidentul in Rasarit si sa puna umarul la
aceasta; Scoala Ardeleana s-a maturizat dupa ce emulii ei I-au cunoscut
pe Cantemir, venit pe filiera vieneza la Blaj; Eminescu, Creanga, Enescu,
Sadoveanu, lorga, Calinescu (format la Botosani si la lasi) raspund la
titlurile de ,,cel mai mare poet”, de ,,cel mai mare povestitor”, de ,cel mai
mare compozitor”, de ,cel mai mare istoric” etc.; Kogalniceanu numea
patrie, inca de la 1843, toata acea intindere de loc pe care se vorbea
romaneste, definindu-ne identitatea prin limba; cel mai articulat
program de modernizare a culturii noastre s-a format si afirmat la lasi,
prin Junimea si Convorbiri literare; marii istorici, precum Xenopol, lorga
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sau Gheorghe Bratianu, au fost profesori la Universitatea fondata de Cuza
si abia apoi (unii) au ajuns la Bucuresti. Astfel, este clar de ce ,harta
Romaniei se Inclina intr-o parte” - cum spune Gheorghe lacob - adica
atarna greu inspre Moldova. Dumnezeu a pedepsit Moldova cu multe
cazne, venite dinspre Rasarit (migratorii si alti venetici atacau primii
Moldova, o jefuiau si se retrageau ultimii de aici, in comparatie cu
celelalte doua tari romanesti), dar i-a dat (prin compensatie) si un mare
har, acela al carturariei, al culturii, al creatiei spirituale.

In capitolul urmitor, ,incursiunile in vietile conducitorilor
Romaniei moderne” ni-i evoca pe Cuza (nu putea sa lipseasca!), pe Carol
[ si pe Carol al II-lea. Fiecare este valorizat prin laturile pozitive, prin
infaptuirile de bine, prin intentiile de anvergura. Profesorul si istoricul
iesean se intalneste aici cu ,,testamentul” ardelenilor Silviu Dragomir (un
om nu se judeca numai dupa faptele sale, ci si dupa curatenia sufleteasca
din spatele unor fapte, chiar si nefinalizate) si Octavian Goga (,Nu cate-au
fost imi vin in minte,/ Ci cate-ar fi putut sa fie”). Doua interviuri se refera
la momentul 2007, al admiterii Romaniei in Uniunea Europeang, la rolul
general al civilizatiei europene si la rolul tarii noastre de bastion Tnaintat
spre rasdrit al acestei civilizatii. Alte doua {i ating, cu oarecare cinism, pe
diplomati, stapanitori ai ,,artei de a manevra adevarul” si apropiati - unii
- de zona de interferenta cu spionajul.

In fine, ultima parte a lucririi niascute din intrebiri si rispunsuri
se ocupd, modest, de anumite ,momente de istorie”. Pledoariile, bazate
pe temeinice investigatii, cunostinte, cercetari proprii, sunt pentru
revigorarea valorii lasului la exigentele lumii contemporane, pentru rolul
primordial al liberalilor in modernizarea Romaniei, pentru temeiurile
alegerii zilei nationale la 1 Decembrie. Autorul pune punct anumitor
atitudini deplasate, corecteaza clisee, indeparteaza teribilisme, spulbera
iluzii: mitul perioadei interbelice ca ,varsta de aur” este adus la
dimensiuni mai realiste (,sardcia crunta a taranimii”); demistificarea
istoriei noastre este temperata prin indemnul de a pastra ceea ce s-a
impus ca fiind valoros (,nu trebuie aruncat totul la lada de gunoi a
istoriei”); tendinta spre meditatie a moldovenilor se cere dublata de mai
mult pragmatism si activism (,sa actionam In spiritul vremii”); goana
dupa prinderea din urma a Occidentului se cuvine ponderata (nici
francezii ,,nu stau pe loc”); marile puteri nu au decis sa rezolve problema
romaneasca la 1856 fiindca ne-ar fi iubit peste masurd, ci pentru ca era
nevoie de un stat-tampon intre trei imperii; Mihail Kogalniceanu a pledat
pentru stabilirea capitalei Romaniei la Bucuresti din realism politic, desi
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iubea profund Iasul; rolul programului trasat la 1848-1849 de ,proiect
national” al romanilor si al Romaniei pana la Primul Razboi Mondial;
nesiguranta Europei din 1914 pana astazi, perioadd in care autorul
inregistreaza un nou ,razboi de 100 de ani” etc.

De fapt, cartea aceasta de dialoguri reia toata istoria noastra
moderna si contemporana si o ,toarnd” in tipare inteligibile pentru
publicul larg. Gheorghe Iacob pare un cronicar sfatos, descins din
colbul arhivelor, dar care ne vorbeste despre modernitate si despre
modernizare. Nu-i plac nici cuvintele de prisos, nici vorbaria goala, de
aceea, atunci cand scrie si graieste se fereste de redundantd. Cand tine
un discurs se gandeste la ascultatori, la timpul lor pretios si, de aceea,
oamenii care il asculta regreta incheierea prea devreme a rostirii.
[storicul iesean este si un organizator de institutii, un excelent
coordonator de cercetari istorice, un formator de tineri iubitori de
trecut. A dat sute de pagini memorabile In tratatul de istorie al
Academiei Romane, in partea dedicata secolului al XIX-lea si a scris
sute de carti, studii si articole pe marginea afirmarii Romaniei ca stat
national modern.

Pledoaria lui Gheorghe Iacob pentru istoria scrisa cu temei, cu
metoda, dar si cu mestesug si pasiune vine pe linia marilor antecesori
moldoveni si in dreapta traditie a suvoiului istoriografic general
romanesc. ,Povestea” sa despre trecut este viata reconstituita si lectie
de viata deopotriva. Aceasta carte a laboratorului istoricului este si
una de amintiri, si una de confesiuni, si una de idei istorice, si una de
filosofie a istoriei, asa cum este o ars poetica pentru un literat care se
respecta si care este respectat. Istoricul de fatd, ajuns la varsta
maturitatii in creatia sa (istoria este o stiintd de acumulare - spunea
David Prodan - iar opera istorica de referinta vine mai tarziu decat in
alte domenii), isi revarsa preaplinul experientei spre cititor, dar o face
cu adanc respect pentru adevar, cu sfiala, cu dorinta de Indreptare,
fara ostentatie, fara semetie si fara sa dea sfaturi. Se spune ca cel mai
usor lucru pe lume sunt sfaturile date altora, iar cel mai greu sa te
cunosti pe tine Insuti. Gheorghe lacob nu da sfaturi, iar pe sine se
cunoaste doar atat cat sa ne ademeneasca in serile lungi sa poposim,
ca drumetii de-odinioara la Hanu Ancutei, langa un pocal de vin
rubiniu si langa o poveste rostita cu talc si grai dulce. Povestea lui
Gheorghe Iacob nu este insa un zbor al gandului, ci este istorie, adica
viatd traita si impartasita. Va indemn, de aceea, iubiti cititori, sa ne
deschidem sufletele si sa ne infruptam si noi din aceasta istorie, caci
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,nu este alta mai frumoasa si mai de folos zdabava decat cetitul
cartilor”. Asa cred aceia ,,din neamul moldovenilor” si asa s-ar cuveni
sa credem Tmpreuna, adica toti romanii.

In aceastd carte se afld viata Tarii si viata unui Om. Tara se
cheama Romania, iar omul se cheama Gheorghe Iacob.

loan-Aurel Pop
Cluj-Napoca, 1 Decembrie 2017






ARGUMENT

Prefer introducerile scurte si clare. Prin urmare, voi incerca sa
raspund la cateva Intrebari si sa fac unele precizari.

Mai intai, DE CE? Dupa buna primire a celor doua editii ale lucrarii
Istoria intre adevdr si manipulare (Cluj-Napoca, 2018, 2025), am decis sa
fac o selectie a textelor, alegand aproximativ jumatate, care sa fie traduse
in limba engleza. Proiectul a avut o motivatie sentimentald si una
pragmatica: - sa poata fi citite de Kate, nepoata de la Boston (care stie
limba romana, dar la citit prefera engleza); - sa fie accesibile si unui public
din afara tarii.

CE? Cartea cuprinde un text autobiografic, interviuri din presa
scrisd, de la Radio lasi si de la mai multe posturi de televiziune din
ultimele trei decenii. Selectia a urmarit mai ales criterii gazetaresti. Se
adauga un text final, cu valoare de concluzii. Se construieste, astfel, o
perspectiva diacronica asupra istoriei Romaniei pentru secolele XIX-XXI.

CUM? Interviurile au fost transcrise si corectate de mai multe ori
(poate nu suficient?), incercand sa pastram oralitatea dialogului.

PENTRU CINE? Se adreseaza tuturor celor interesati de istorie si
adevar.

MESAJELE: 1. Cine nu stie istorie poate fi usor manipulat. 2. La
nivel de natiune, daca uitam istoria, ne pierdem identitatea.

MULTUMIRI CATRE: - Citilin Hopulele, care a ,destelenit”,
transcris interviurile si a vazut intregul cu ochi de jurna-
list; - Mircea-Cristian Ghenghea, care a corectat cu pasiune si acribie
textul si a realizat prima tehnoredactare; - sotia mea, Luminita [acob si
Ancuta Ceobanu, care au trudit la ,finisarea” cartii; - Domnul
Academician loan-Aurel Pop, care a avut bunavointa si rabdarea sa
citeasca aceste ,povestiri istorice” si sa le prefateze.

Prof. univ. dr. Gheorghe lacob
1 decembrie 2025
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A book about history, that is, about life

Professor Gheorghe lacob has written another book, this time a
special one, with his thoughts about the past, the present and even the
future, about his big family called Romania and about his little family,
called Iacob (they, today, are all called “Iacobs”), about the world, in short,
about life.  have known Professor Iacob for long enough to allow myself
a certain level of disclosure here (actually, with his permission), although
the book reveals him as he is, a historian by vocation, a scholar, a
researcher, a teacher, a serious person, direct, slightly ironic, pleasant,
communicative.

In the first chapter, we are told with a narrative touch worthy of
a prose writer, how Gheorghe lacob came to be a historian and what a
historian’s profession or, in fact, mission represents to him. His lineage
goes back a long way, but - as is the case with most Romanians - is only
known recently. The ancestors will have been, for centuries, workers of
the land or employed in modest positions. Some of them must have rose,
around 1800 and later, to be priests, civil servants, teachers and other
honorable intellectual professions of more spiritual than material profit.
The young country boy, who joined the “Negruzzi” Highschool in lasi and
then Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, seems to embody all the fierceness
of our history, doubled by the desire to become an “educated man” and
to succeed. Success also came from the belief that a historian is like a
demiurge (“a little God”) who - following quite precise rules - builds
worlds. In this book, the interlocutor of all the reporters methodically
explains the importance of history as a form of knowledge, as a science
and as a school subject, deplores the ignorance of politicians and praises
the teachers who know how to instill self-confidence in Romanian hearts
(“ourselves alone”).

* Foreword to Gheorghe lacob, Istoria intre adevdr si manipulare, Cluj-Napoca,
2018; ed. a II-a, 2025, the source we have selected some texts from for this book
(our note - Gh. 1.).
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The second chapter focuses on the Romanian unifications, our
unifications, who have a national union-related day. All our great
historians have dealt, in various ways, with the union, or our
unifications. Gheorghe lacob focused especially on the Union of 1859
- but also on the subsequent ones until 1918 - and wrote for posterity
about the period of Alexandru loan Cuza. Once, on a mid-autumn day,
[ listened to him speaking, in the Palace of Ruginoasa, about the rulers
of Moldavia, but especially about Cuza, about the union of January 5
and 24, but especially about Cuza, about the great reforms of
1863-1865, but especially about Cuza, about Princess Elena, but
especially about Cuza, about Mihail Kogdlniceanu and Vasile
Alecsandri, but especially about Cuza... His speech flowed away sweet
as honey, comforting and gentle, sprinkled with jokes, wit and
wisdom, which seemed to come from the depths of our Romanian
people. The world listened, transported to another universe, and saw
what life was like in 1860-1870, as if on a stage. From that artful
speech, albeit honest and clean, I understood how certain historical
figures can become public models for future generations. Cuza, “in just
seven years, created a state” and, thus, earned his eternal glory, with
our well-deserved gratitude. This great ruler - the orator would tell us
- does not need gratitude in this world, but knowledge, awareness,
and research. And knowledge is no longer for Cuza, but for us, so that
we know how to govern a state in crucial moments. Here, at Union
events, Professor lacob talks about the great Moldavians in our culture
and rightfully so too. Not long ago, in Iasi and then in Chisindu, I myself
spoke about “how I became Moldavian”, because I have the same
belief: most of the Romanian cultural leaders were born and/or
settled in Moldavia. Moldavian chroniclers have convinced us that the
greatest, best, most general and beautiful name of our people is that of
“Romanian” (not “Rumanian”), that “we descend from Rome” and that,
so, we are destined to grow in the light of Western civilization;
Cantemir is the first Romanian, with a clear awareness, to become a
European scholar, who went to Tsar Peter to see how the West is
introduced to the East and to lend a shoulder to it; the Transylvanian
School reached fruition when its members discovered Cantemir, who
came to Blaj via the Viennese route; Eminescu, Creanga, Enescu,
Sadoveanu, lorga, Cdlinescu (educated in Botosani and lasi) earned

TS

their respective titles of “the greatest poet”, “the greatest storyteller”,

» oo«

“the greatest composer”, “the greatest historian”, etc.; Kogdlniceanu
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called by the word homeland, since 1843, the entire stretch of land
where Romanian was spoken, thus defining our identity through
language; the most articulated program for the modernization of our
culture was designed and initiated in lasi through the journals Junimea
and Convorbiri literare; great historians, such as Xenopol, lorga or
Gheorghe Bratianu, taught at the University founded by Cuza and only
then did they (some) arrive in Bucharest. Thus, it is clear why “the map
of Romania leans to one side” - as Gheorghe lacob says - meaning that
it tilts heavily towards Moldavia. God punished Moldavia with many
punishments, from the East (out of all the Principalities, the migrants
would attack Moldavia first, plunder it and then withdraw from it last),
but he also made up for it with the gift of grace, of scholarship, culture,
and spiritual creation.

In the next chapter, “the journey into the lives of modern
Romania’s leaders” evokes Cuza (how else!), Carol I, and Carol II. Each
is appreciated for their positive sides, their good deeds, and their
far-reaching intentions. The professor and historian from Iasi
explores here the “testament” of the Transylvanians Silviu Dragomir
(a man is not judged only by his deeds, but also by the pure heart
behind some deeds, albeit unfinished) and Octavian Goga (“I don’t
remember how many there were,/ But how many there could have
been”). Two interviews refer to the year 2007, when Romania joined
the European Union, to the general role of European civilization and
to the role of our country as an eastward pillar of this civilization. Two
others touch, with some cynicism, upon diplomats, experts in the “art
of manipulating the truth” and - some of them - bordering espionage.

Finally, the last part of this book born from questions and
answers deals, modestly, with certain “snapshots of history”. In the
light of thorough investigation, knowledge, and his own research, the
author pleas for a renewed appreciation of the city of Iasi in the
context of the contemporary world, and of the role the liberals played
in the modernization of Romania; and presents the reasons for
establishing the national day on December 1st. The author corrects
certain misplaced attitudes and clichés, removes excesses, shatters
illusions: he brings the myth of the interwar period as a “golden age”
to more realistic dimensions (“the cruel poverty of the peasantry”); he
keeps in check the demystification of our history with a suggestion to
preserve what has been established as valuable (“not everything
should be thrown into the dustbin of history”); suggests more
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pragmatism and activism to balance the tendency of Moldavians
towards meditation (“let’s act in the spirit of the times”); tempers the
rush to catch up with the West (the French “aren’t standing still”
either); opinionates that the great powers decided to solve the
Romanian problem in 1856 not because they loved us that much, but
because a buffer state was needed between three empires; Mihail
Kogdlniceanu advocated establishing the capital of Romania in
Bucharest out of political realism despite his deep love of lasi; the role
of the agenda outlined in 1848-1849 as Romania’s “national project”
until World War [; the perpetual insecurity of Europe from 1914 on, a
period in which the author records a new “100-year war”, etc.

In fact, this book of dialogues revisits all of our modern and
contemporary history and “molds” it into patterns the general public
can digest. Gheorghe lacob sounds like a wise chronicler, descended
from the archives, but who speaks to us about modernity and
modernization. He does not like unnecessary words or empty talk; so,
when he writes and speaks, he avoids redundancy. When he gives a
speech he is considerate of his listeners’ time, and his listeners regret
the premature end of his speech. This historian from Iasi is also an
organizer of institutions, an excellent coordinator of historical
research, a trainer of young enthusiasts of the past. He contributed
hundreds of memorable pages to the history treatise of the Romanian
Academy in the section dedicated to the 19t century, and wrote
hundreds of books, studies and articles on the rise of Romania as a
modern national state.

Gheorghe Iacob’s plea for a history well-written, with reason
and method, but also with art and passion, aligns with the great
Moldovan predecessors, and in the righteous tradition of the general
Romanian historiography. His “story” about the past is both a work of
life and a lesson of life. This book issued from a historian’s lab is
packed with memories, confessions, ideas about history, and the
philosophy of history, like an ars poetica for a self-respecting, and
well-respected, scholar. The historian of today, having reached the age
of intellectual maturity (history is a science of accumulation - said
David Prodan - and the historical work of reference comes later than
in other domains), pours out his overflowing experience to the reader,
but he does so with deep respect for the truth, with modesty, with a
desire to correct, without ostentation, without arrogance and without
giving advice. It is said that the easiest thing in the world is giving
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advice to others, and the hardest is to know yourself. Gheorghe lacob
does not give advice, and he knows himself only enough to entice us in
the long evenings to stop, like the travelers of yore at Hanu Ancutei,
have a glass of ruby wine and hear a story full of meaning and told in
a mild language. Gheorghe Iacob’s story is not a flight of thought, but
history, that is, life lived and shared. So please, dear readers, open your
souls and enjoy this history, for “there is no more beautiful and useful
pastime than reading books.” That is what those “of the Moldavian
nation” believe, and that is what we, all Romanians, should believe
together.

In this book you will find the Country’s life and a Man'’s life. The
Country is called Romania, and the Man is called Gheorghe Iacob.

loan-Aurel Pop
Cluj-Napoca, 1 December 2017






INTRODUCTION

[ prefer brief and clear introductions. That is why I will try to
answer a few questions and provide some explanations.

First, WHY? Having seen the warm reception of the first and
second editions of Istoria intre adevdr si manipulare (Cluj-Napoca,
2018, 2025), I decided to select about half of the texts in this book to
be translated into English. This project stems from a sentimental
reason and a pragmatic one: [ hope my granddaughter Kate can read
them (she lives in Boston, can speak Romanian, but prefers reading in
English); and 1 would like these texts to be accessible to an
international readership as well.

WHAT? The book includes some personal history, a number
of interviews I gave for the written press, for Radio Iasi and several
television stations over the last three decades. The selection was
based mainly on journalistic criteria. A final section is meant to draw
some conclusions. Thus, this book represents a diachronic
perspective on the history of Romania over two centuries, 19t to
21st,

HOW? The interviews were transcribed and reviewed several
times (maybe not enough?), in an attempt to preserve the orality of
the dialogue.

FOR WHOM? The book is written for all those interested in
history and historical truth.

MESSAGES: 1. Anyone ignorant of history is vulnerable to
manipulation. 2. At the national level, if we forget our history we will
lose our identity.

MY GRATITUDE GOES TO: - Catdlin Hopulele, who
unscrambled the interviews, transcribed them, and oversaw the
whole thing with a journalist’s eye; - Mircea-Cristian Ghenghea, who
passionately and meticulously corrected the text and put the first draft
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together; - my wife, Luminita Iacob, as well as Ancuta Ceobanu, who
toiled over the fine details of the book; - loan-Aurel Pop, Member of
the Romanian Academy, for his kindness and patience to read this
collection of “historical stories” and preface it.

Professor Gheorghe Iacob
December 1st, 2025
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