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Before you start 2. You will read these words very often in the story. Match the

words with their meaning. Use a dictionary if you need to.
1. What do you already know about King Arthur? Arrange you t

ideas ina mind map. You can add more information when you 1. sword 1§ 8. magician O
learn more about him from the story. 2. chieftain O 9. to betray
Q 3. 10 fight 0O 10. handsome @
4, invincible [J 11 the Holy Grai
5. knight 1R | 12 Saxon
6. lake [ 13. mysteri
7. rebellion O 14. stalf O

a. A large area of water that is surrounded
b. Attractive, good-looking.
¢ Someone with magical powers, a wizap™

d. A long stick.

e A weapon with a long metal blade.| id'& Codle.

f. The leader of a group of people or & =ue family.

g A situation where people inst the rulers or
government in their countr

h. Impossible to beat. : ;

i. The cup that Jesus Chris i" to have used just before his
death.

j- A member of a peap. swho were originally from Germany and
who came to live’.. Britain in the fifth and sixth centuries.

k. Strange, ug’
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The characters
The legend of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Tal
also known as the Arthurian legend, is set in the late 5* cen

and is an important part of British culture, Told for centus
the stories are a mix of history, myth, romance, fairy w%

religion. Here are the legend’s most impaortant chara

hut, Some
preople say she
had a love affair with Arthur's knighe,
Sir Lancelot. Other peaple say she was
a good wife and queen o Arthur. Many
people think Arthur's punishment of his
wifee was the beginning of his downfall

W‘#ﬁkﬁ

s magical sword with special powers, The owner of the sword could not
- askied one of his knights to bring the sword badk to the Lady of the Lake.

the habits and traciions of a country | myth a very ald story abiout heros and
gods | batte atight in awar | te defeat 1o win againstsb | punishment if you do sth
bad, you recele punishment | downfall a loss of powe

—

6 = Thecharacters

Merlin was a famous wizard.

His mather was a normal woman,
but his father was said to be a spint.
It was from him that Merlin got
his supernatural powers,

B

Mordred was King Arthur’s

and he was one of the Knights of the
Round Table, Mardred betraved Arthur
and fought against him at the Battle.
of Camlann, where he was killed after
woundmg Arthur.

tura| beng, ke a ghast or fairy | supernatural that cannot be explained
by science of the laws of nature | pure fere; completelyf good

o
The characters = 7



The towering castle of Tintagel. The & o 507 0F the Atlantic Ocean. The

black cliffs of the coast. Night-time,

In the sky, a storm is brewing. Avman in a long white robe walks over the
bridge to the castle gates. He v 1! th a long stick: On top of the staff
is the head of a goat.

The soldiers at the castle pare = not speak to him. They do not ask him
his name or why ¥ ds- oo They just open the gates and let the man in.
Asthe rain begins 0% “and a flash of lightning lights up the sky, the
man goes intoth?. ver.i.e goes up the stairs to the kir!g'li chambers,
“Welcomegiderc W8 iiT
The king's wi' “zasccens 1 her bed, Her stomach is big and round like a
ball. She ¥ ‘regnici.

“These are b imes to bring a child into the world,” Uther tells Merlin.

‘ther says as the man comes into the room,

i <hieftains are fighting each other, The Saxons are coming from the
+t. Th wiis danger everywhere,”

cliffs high, steep focks beside the sea | chamber mom

—
8 = Episode one

Merlin puts his ear to the queen’s stomach ina = _ns. " The child will be
here womorrow,” he says. “A boy”

“My first son. The future king.” says !ther. *They will try to kill him,
Merlin. The chieftains will take hiy 2 from me. [ cannot let that
happen.”

The woman in the bed is dreaiu. e lifts her hand and touches
Merlin’s face. “Arthur!l vhe & her eves dosed. “Arthur, my child!”
“You must take the boywi =ou,” Uther says. “You must make him king
when [ die”

Merlin puts hizhanc 0 en’s head 1o calm her. "It will break her

o

heart,” he says ot

“Yes, it will. B ve moi do it. To protect the boy and the kingdom. Will

you do this for mic “erlin? Will you take my child and make him king?”

Merliti'_ ¢ his hand on the queen’s belly, *You will give him the name

of P& Jaur! ks,

The king, s, Merlin touches the queen’s stomach with his staff. *“Then
s tethur will be king,” he says. Outside lightning strikes again.

to calm sb to make sb ston leeling worned or scared | belly stomach, tummy

W
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