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In 1776 Britain’s thirteen American colonies|
away from the mnr.her muntr].rami call th

they won their freedom. The world iz them as a new and
trcdependent republic, founded o \mjph. that all men are
created equal,

Al men are crented equaal” ous words were

written by Thomas le e author of the Declarmtion
of Independence. It wasa inning for a new nation.
America was the land i, the land of freedom. No

ariy days of independence. Bt
who remineed his countrymen
+t in the land of freedom there were over
d children, who lived as slaves, They
outh. They had no rights; the law did
g  auman beings, but only as ‘things’ that
could be' s ightand sold.
v s asoutherner himself. He came from Virginia and
how the slaves lived. "1 1remble for my country.” he said
hen | reflect that God is j1st; that his justice cannot
EVER,

agbe lighing - 15 indeperdent nof contelied by others - |5 printiple belief -
12t create 1o make - 1 equality (o be equal, the seme = | 1o dolbt stk 1o think that
sh s perhaps a0t e - 19 o tremdble 10 be afrad for - 50 fist fair
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lefferson’s ansicty about stavery was shared by many
Americans, both in the North and the South, They looked on
itas an evil custom left over from the old days of Colonial rule .
and they hoped that it woukd gradually disappear as the new
American nation developed. What happened, however, was
exactly the opposite. .

In 1790 the large majority of the slaves worked on the sc
cotton pluntations, mainly in South Carolina and Geors”
The growing textile industry in England and the nor e
of the United States made cotton-planting the mostre

of fifty men i one day, More and more cotte)
More and more slaves were needed for the
planting spread westwards into Alabama =
South grew rich, and the powerful cg s
leaders. By 1850 the cotton belt stretche oo
Louisiana, and eastern Texas.

on the Atlantic Coast to
‘Cotton is King!" said the sou The whole life of the South
depended on King Cotton’. work of his 1odling black

slaves, In 1860 at ththn
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ton boom, there werne nearly
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Think about it... *-

Jefferson, and many Americans at that time, were worried T
about slavery and were concerned that evervone should ]].'!:[-1 ._-:1'.
the same rights. Think about these questions: = :

= e

17908 Wi .
f What was life as a slave like? | What is the imn ot o1
- What was life as a plantation | slavery on life . #
- owner like? ’

— —

Jeiferson said that we are all equal. Hot ee ¢l or unequal is
the world around you?
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