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1.5. THE PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE
Form
Affirmative Inlerrogative

Liyouwhee/they have played/wen Hawe you/wedthey plivedisecn?
Helshels has playediseen Has he/shera playeidseen?

| Nrgative | Negative-Interrogative
Uiyow'welthey have nof plavedisren Have Lyon/weithey not played faen?
Iiyow e /they haven't playedineen Haven'l Uyoswethey plaved/secn!
Hie/abe /it Bugs mud priayendf seen Bl e ibaer it mot playediseen?

e/ she/tt hasil playediseen Hasn’t he/she/dt plaved/seen!

Use

Anaction or gate prior to the moment of speaking may be cxpressed both by the Past Tense
and by the Present Perfect. Bot, while the Past Tense presents the action withous referring
10 the present moment. the Present Perfoct links that past action with the present. This means
that when we have the Past Tense, we think of the time when something happened or we

narrate & sequence of events al a given time. So. the Present Perfect s usnd:

When we are no longer inferested in the time when the past action took place, but in ity
resuilt imto the present:

| have visited an interesting mumeun. (1 w6l roemember the things seen there )
When the past action continues in the present and, pechaps, il will go on inlo the futare,
L i

Many pugslls have bearmt in this school. (ln the pas, some chiddoen bearns bese. 10 the
present cthers are learning and, of course, ia the futare, other pupils will learn here,

o
To express cowmipleted activities in the invmediate past. [n (i case, the verb is generally

sccompanied by just. lately, recently. of late, latterly, till now, up to now, so far, up lo
the presemt, during the last week, the last few days, these twenty minutes, cic.:

Thee train haw et befl. (1 left o Bitke tne aga.)
W have nol seen Jack lataly.

O shaild mot confuse this wse of pust with the use of the idverh just meaning “barely”
or “nearly” When having these meanings, it can occur with different tenses:

Mike e wanbed 1o belp us,
With words denoting an tecomplete period of tme today, this week. this month, this
vear, all day, all pight. this morning. coc,

Last week we wrote threr lethers, bat il swevk wy e weitten oaly one. (Up to how)
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Bt we can alio ary:

This week | wrole the mechanic a chegie (of the repairs, (catlier |n the week)
Mtithon mist be made of the fact thal this morning. all night, all eveniog come with
the Past Tevse if they cxpress a complete period of tme. Thiis we shall say:

| have weeni 2 good (il this mornimg. (We are before |2 odlock # oo )
1 waw & good film this morming, {We are in the afiernoon or in the evening, )

With How long, when it v concersed with a period ol time extending into the
present-

Harw: boury harve you beem (07 (You are wiall il )
But, when it refers ondy toa past period, the Past Tense or the Past Peefect are to be
employved:

How lovg did yous stay on London last year?

Forw lony had wou known him when he died?

With adverbs of indefinite time or expressing frequency: ever, never, often, seldom,
always, several time

We harg sever visdted MNew York
Hawe you ¢ver been 1o the Noirth Pale?

In this case ever and mever meun “al any (no) time up 1o the preseni”. Bul, when ever
micins "l sy time dering & periad of time completely past™ of “u any time inthe fatere”
it can be usrd with other tenses, oo

Dl you wver maewt s sfater? (When yow spent your heliday in that owa. #c.)

When always covers @ certain period of time in the past, the Past Tense i 10 be found
here:

She ateyr bowved B, (A loag &6 B Dved, #lc.)
Fver may also be an intemiive adverb approaching the meaning “whatever™ or “at all”
Under such circumstances the Past Tense is employed:

Nabady @vwr helped David Copperfleld when e worked in London,
Rbetorical questions referring back 1o the past oflen contain ever:

D¥ad yoou cver s & msare Beawaiful bndseape!

With the sdverbs already and yet. Both of them may appear in interrogative sentences
with ane difference though: while yet indicates that the guestion is supposed 1o find om
whether the action is (iniabed or not, already dhows that we are sarprised that the action
in oy

Torn wsually gets up at 7 oclpck in the marming,

al s T oclock, Mother gets into Toan's besdroam amil aska;

Hive you got up it
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b1 It ks 650 in the morning, Mather sees thar the light & on in Tom's bedroom
She opens the door and asks him:
Have vou got up alrendy?
Abresdy may abso occur in alfirmative sentencex
The stasdent has sireedy translated the kesson
In negative sentences yel hay the meaning of (ma) nck:
Albsert bas oot learnd the pgoem wer.
8 With simce and for.
Simce denotes the beginning point of 4 period of time that extends up to the present. T
is tranadated inte Romantan by din. de fa, de cimd:
They have mot seen Alice amoe 198N Chrietmas/she went 1o Lomidon

When the action of the time dante introduced by since is paralle] to the one expressed
by the Presemt Perfect. the Present Perfect occun in the tme daase, too;

1 hawe Knivwm Miggpie smicn sh bt bawn worrkiing in ossr factory.

For refers w0 & period of time that contimees ap W the peesent. I mesniing & of de stits
thmp. The Present Perieat in & sentence containing e may be iranslated into Romankin
cither by Prezent (Present):

These boys have boen bere for hall ain hour
{ Aceyti Iieyl sant il de pumdtate de ard.)
o by Perfectul compus [ The Compound Perfect):

My nesghbour has el repalred the roof of his house for 3 long tUme.
(Vecimul mew mi gi-a reparal acoperigal casel Je medl mg, )

When for concerns @ terminated periad of time. the verb mast be in the Past Tense
My uncle Hved in London foe five veurs and thep he moved 1o Paris,
9. For past actions whose thime s not mentioned:
Has Peter hasl umch?®

10, In nevwspapers and broadcasts o introduce an action which will be describes in the
Shmple Past Tenie The time in the second sentence is often given:
A terrible accidert has happened: & car ran ineo & groop of childnen snd kKilbed threr
of them,
11 T gxpess & Batare sctlom, inoa thme clawse, prios to another one represented by a future
tetise. The Present Prefect b usually accompanied in this context by after, when (=after),
as soan as, tilliwntil, by the time (that), the moment {that):

1 whasld rieg vou up a0 roon aatafter mother has come back.
12 I comditionsl clampses:

Listie Pawd will come here 32 once I Geanmy has made a cake.
Mary will nod be permiiied 50 go for 0 walk in the park unless she has done her
b winck.
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13 To hescribe @ paat action that ha present conseguences
fane has mot esten snything and w she s hungry now.
14, With This'l is the first/secand... /best' worst/ most ...

Thin |s the fheai thod | have seen (his car. (not: Shad | ser)
Bt it Hvird fie you hetve e the same Type of mistakes. (ot thal you muke )

o 22

1. Fill im the blanks with have or has:

1. We ... sren an iencsting fllm, 2, My sister .. finished school this month, 3. You .., fnally
uidersiood him. 4. George . il deiven his car for thiee monibs, 5 1 weillen ol the execcines.
& We ., drunk a Jot of colfee this morning 7. You ... jast told mw a good joke. & Our friend
never visited New York 9.1 _ travelled by car. 10. Wee .. picked all the ripe apples.

2. Build up sentences with the following words using the Present Perfect scoording lo
the modek:

| Chistine/to sprakiEnglish,

L. Me Parkeeno buyl/s ew hat 2, Wefto apen fthe window; 3. The childeen/to wash/thew
bandi; 4. Youto say/good moming 5. o meet/my Sormer deikomate; 6 The teacher/lo
explain/another problem; 7. Yowhe understand/this rule at kaat; 8. The Browni/to plani/a
bat of trees; 9. Youw/'to play/cricket very well: 100 The childrend 1o drink/a kot of orange juice;
1 1. Welto swim/to the shore; 12 Lo ring uplmy friend; 13, Little Tomd o cat/all the cakes:
14 Our grandparentstio arvive; 35, You/to have/your lunch: 16, Do hearfthal notse again:
17. Welto showfpon oar reportss T8 The girk/to lend/me an interestimg books 19 The farm-
erwfio piciuthe fruit in the onchard; 200 The pupilfio deanibe blackboard,

3, Taen the follewing sentences into the Present Perect Simple:

1. I gotowhool. 2. We draw some red Aowers. S, Jane spends three weeks in the mountasns.
4 You find ey mistakes 5 She chenges ber clothes. 8. The s fises, 7, You sweep the
floor. . We work hard a2 schoal 9. [ eat some grapes 100 We help our mother. 11. All the

children are present. 12 [ try to wnderitand him. 13, You have breakBat. 14, Peter does a lot
of exercises. 15, We cross the street. 16 The children come home. 17, The teacher ropeats

the sentence. 18 1 give her some flowers. 19, You wash your face. 20 We make our beds.
4. Work on the model:

Are you having dinner!
| N, [ have just had 8.

1. bs John writing the exercise! 2. Are you reading this book® 3. Am | deinking & cup of 1ca
now? 4. Arc the pupili singing the new song? 5. Is Mary making a new dress? 6. A you
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exploining a problem o your brother? 7. Am [ opening the English book now? B. Arc we
plaving volleybadl mow? 9. Are you ironiag the shirts nine? 10, Ts your friend croming the

reet now!
5. Werrk on L masdel:

i o g . Vi s o o
Lok bives in & village mow. He has Lived here for ame year

1. We skate in winler. We ... soveral tines thin winder. 2. § repair cars |, their car theee times
this year. 3. You write good poems. You .. just .. & new ane, 4. They publish many hooks
every year, They ... the tenth one this year. 5. Alice sings beamtifully. She . In many perfor-
marices. 6, You often cut Aowers. Yeu _. beantiiul ones today. 7. | colch Osh b sumamner, |
several big ones. 8. Mike often meets us in the morning. He . ws several imes lately. 9. My
sister often hreaks things. She _ two glasses this weele 100 You eat many calies. You ... mine,
10,

6, Work on the model:

| A kot of ships hawe sank on that reef

L. The dog bit the milkman yesterday. It _ my friend, too, 1 1 leok a pictire of my litle son
in the park last woek. | .. a pictune of lim 1oday, too. ¥, We fielt the cold yesterday, We .. the
cold & lot this winler. 4. The teacher drew Lhe puptly’ stiention 1o those mistabes. He .. just
their attention to another onie, 5. The thicves slale Mr. Browns car on Friday night. They .
@ lot of cars this summer. &. You gave the childsen sweets in the morning. Now, you . them
romie chacolate, o 7. Martin woke up lste yosterday momibng, He . late thin morning, to
B We heard strumge moises laat night. We . just .., them sgain. 9. The farmer grew o log of
vepeiables bt year He . many vegetables this year, 100 100 The girks wove a beastifal car
pet o the school workihop Iaa yeae They .. another one Lhis vear, 1060,

7. Work an the maodel:

L1 am golng 1o speak 1o ber,
{ Hive yisa ewer spisioen o hier befiee?
1 ¥ex | hawvedNa, | haven,

L. Jane is going to play tennis.
— she _ tennis befone?
Vies, she

1. They vislt msiy mescimi.

- they .., the Art Museum, joot
N, they
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3. | am going to write 1o the school master

— You .., %0 him beforct
Yea |

4 You often forget your book there

— 1= it teday, hoo?
o, you

5. My parents drink coffee every day.
— ey .. cofles today, too?
Yeu. they .
& 1 tell my daughter stories every evening.

0 ¥OU .., het & sory this evening!
Yl

7. We spend a lot of money on books

- YU ., & |0f secenthy!
Yes, e

8 You show us many jgood padntings

— Lever . you bad paintings?
Mo, you ...

9. 1| know a lot ol details aboui this nockdent.

o WU ... them befone?
Mo, 0 .

10. The girk make good cabes.

~ ey ., @ good cake today, wood
¥eu they

8, Turn the [sllowing senlences into the imerrogstive

1. | have remembered her address. 2. We have come in time. 1. You have told me a secrel
4. Lucy has worked hard today 5. Wi have thought shout that. 6, | have forgotten ber name.
7. Tom has known ber for o long time. 8. You have had 2 swim. 9. The children have bought
many sweets. 10, | bave wrtten a Jlong compositson. 1], You have discovered the mistake.
1L They have met their friemids. 13, We have asked the policeman about this address,
14. Robert ha stoppend in fromd of the gate. 15, Mary and Tom have laid the toble. 16 You
have opened all the windows. 17, Martin has repaired the toy. |8 The children have laaghed
u bot. 19, 1 bove noticed the change. 20, You lave thanked them.

9, Make up guestions with the following words osing the Present Perfect according to
the model:

P &l tive
Has Granny arrtved?




