
 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 

 

 

Foreword and acknowledgments ................................................................................................... 11 

Introduction .................................................................................................................................... 15 
i.1. Core theoretical issues .............................................................................................................. 18 

i.1.1. Types of goods, collective action and institutions ......................................................... 18 
i.1.2. Romanian communal villages and their periods of development ................................. 23 

 
Chapter I 
A Mixed-Methods Research Design Applied to the Institutional Analysis 
of Romanian Communal Villages and Villages under Vassalage .................................................. 27 
I.1. Core methodology .................................................................................................................... 27 
I.2. Methodological literature review ............................................................................................. 28 

I.2.1. Why mixed-methods ........................................................................................................ 28 
I.3. Quantitative research methods and data analysis ................................................................... 30 
I.4. Qualitative research methods and data analysis ...................................................................... 31 
I.5. Integrating Geographical Information Systems (GIS) into the mixed-methods approach in 

order to apply the Institutional Framework to rural areas ....................................................... 33 
I.6. Self-coordinated research activities ......................................................................................... 36 

I.6.1. Mixed-methods data collection and analysis ................................................................... 36 
I.6.2. Data collection in Vrancea County ................................................................................... 37 
I.6.3. Data collection in Argeș County ....................................................................................... 40 
I.6.4. Data collection in Suceava County ................................................................................... 41 

I.7. Ethical issues and preliminary information regarding the analysis .......................................... 42 
I.8. External data sources ................................................................................................................ 42 

I.8.1. Romanian Geographical Atlas dataset ............................................................................. 42 
I.8.2. Romanian National Institute of Statistics databases and datasets .................................. 47 
I.8.3. Other datasets and data sources ..................................................................................... 48 

I.9. Methodological limitations ....................................................................................................... 49 
 
Chapter II 
Institutions, Sanctioning Processes and the Management of Commons:  
A Field-based Analysis of the Monitoring, Controlling and Sanctioning  
Instruments in the Communal Villages' obște .............................................................................. 51 
II.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................. 51 
II.2. Institutions and the management of Commons ...................................................................... 53 

II.2.1. The Commons and their tragedy .................................................................................. 53 
II.2.2. Institutions and the IAD Framework ............................................................................ 55 
II.2.3. The Romanian communal villages and the obști .......................................................... 59 

II.3. Methodology............................................................................................................................ 64 
II.4. Results and discussion ............................................................................................................. 67 



10 Commons and Local Development Disparities 

 

Chapter III 
Three Ways of Governing the Commons: Insights from Romanian Communal Villages ............. 75 
III.1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................ 75 
III.2. Governing the commons......................................................................................................... 76 
III.3. Romanian communal villages, local knowledge and institutions ........................................... 81 
III.4. Methodological issues ............................................................................................................ 87 
III.5. Two ways of governing the commons .................................................................................... 89 
III.6. Is there a third way? ............................................................................................................... 96 
III.7. Which type of obște is more robust? A short comparison and discussion ............................. 97 
 
Chapter IV 
One Village, Two States: An Institutional Analysis of the Dorna Valley ..................................... 101 
IV.1. Introduction .......................................................................................................................... 101 
IV.2. Theoretical framework ......................................................................................................... 104 
IV.3. The development and disparities of the Dorna Valley. Historical facts. ............................... 108 
IV.4. Methodology ........................................................................................................................ 113 
IV.5. Results .................................................................................................................................. 114 
 
Chapter V 
Social Capital and the Robustness of CPRs’ Institutional Arrangements:  
Insights from the Dragoslavele communal village  ..................................................................... 123 
V.1. Introduction ........................................................................................................................... 123 
V.2. Methodology and procedure ................................................................................................. 128 
V.3. Case study selection. An overview of the Dragoslavele communal village ........................... 129 
V.4. General discussion ................................................................................................................. 138 
V.5. Conclusion ............................................................................................................................. 146 
 
Chapter VI 
The Economic Origins of Today’s Disparities: Preliminary Explanations 
on the Communal Villages and Villages under Vassalage  
in the Romanian Kingdom ........................................................................................................... 149 
VI.1. Methodological aspects ........................................................................................................ 149 
VI.2. Exploratory explanations and hypotheses on the disparities  

between the communal villages and the villages under vassalage ...................................... 152 
 
Chapter VII 
Discussion and Conclusions ......................................................................................................... 159 
VII.1. Aggregated results ............................................................................................................... 159 
VII.2. Remarks on future research ................................................................................................ 162 
 
Bibliography .................................................................................................................................. 173 
List of figures ................................................................................................................................. 181 
List of tables .................................................................................................................................. 182 
Appendix 1. Interview grid – Dragoslavele Communal Village ..................................................... 183 
Appendix 2. Interview grid – Vrancea and Suceava County ......................................................... 185 
Appendix 3. Questionnaire for the obște members ..................................................................... 188 


