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Thes boak |5 abiout assessment camed out by
teachers themselves o the dassroom. After all,
who it in a better position o asess the students'
performance than those who interact with students
an a weekly, of ever dasly, basis? This kind of
asasument is known bvwwwmand

&l umes eonfugng erme i L,
performance assewrment, assessment for Iwnlng. 10 narme but a faw. In arder n’mwldi s clarity,
this intreductary unit wil try 1o make sense of the alten confusing terminckogy that abownds In the
literature o asessment and outline the prinoples behind this book

1. The changing role of assessment

How students shoukd be assessad 1 a fuestion that has » A1 2N studants (a5 well as their
parenis] for decades, Asmmmwumedummmiqmg%ﬂmmmm
practives = umuﬁlmth!hlm:imnﬁdwmpmnmﬂdﬁbﬁﬁts—mmmmm
t5pe Shepard, 2000 for overvew), At the same hmmuﬁgahmﬁm,ﬁ-wm tesis began togain
populanty. An ncreased mienest in these ammmww by a growing understanding of
the limitations of iraditional testing techriques, particularly she kind of information they gather. Tracional
tesits cannot ahways capture all the aneas Mahrnvhlmﬂl—tﬂnrlm. individuals who are good a1
standardied tests often cannat dermonstrate ther skills ﬂ'W’.‘L‘htk knowdedge in the real world.
snaﬂlluﬂg'|nlhnmuwwgtmmlﬁdmlurdlurmhmmmdnwlonmm
eovering grammat, but whe then cannot use grmenal oofrectly in rmal-life stuations

Apart fram these-deficlencies of standandisd tests, s <hift towards alternative forms of asessmant has
50 been drven by an increasing realinﬂm'lﬁﬂp-ﬁment t5 not ondy a means of establshing whether
learning guathuhemw&bedmwammgw These i Uses of F5sesment ane known,
respectively, a5 summative 2t farmative Ave they mcompatible with each other of tan they be
reconcied

2. Assessment purposes

Evar vince Scriver (1967} introdueed thi tenms they have become a staphe of literatne on sssesment bul
this iy altefnativeasseniinn - and s book = retates 10 hese s ot stiaightfard I simplest ters,
mMamﬁl 15 theetd 1o |udge whithet leamers have met a certain standard of reached 4
Iearning goal, mlm!rhn course zontent, while f i 11 i ased to whene
leamers are on the wisg iovachienng fhis standand or gaal, In summative assessment, leamers are evaluated
atlhttrl#nlummhle course or a leaming programime: The result is a record i the form of 4 grade of a
soare, MuMumwmnmmmmaanmmWwﬁm awarding
amﬂﬁm&&ﬂm or TOEFL) or deciding i students am ready 1o meve 1o 2 higher fevel, The focus,
H'Lmeht.ﬁﬂﬂ thlmguhhenaﬁmrm

vrmt,ﬂiepurpnsgul formative asessment & 1o gather angaing evadence i order 1o montoe
wmwmum i stlll i process, Monitaring students’ progress on a regular basts gives
tha teacher an insight into particular arsas of difficuity and aids the teacher n planning the teaching
piogess
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